For over 450 years The Harpur Trust
has been inspiring and supporting
the people of Bedford to help them
improve their lives. We are proud to
sponsor Bedfringe 2022.

www.harpurtrust.org.uk

welcome

For tickets visit:
www.bedfringe.com

Welcome to the 15th annual
Bedford Festival Fringe.
More than 100 events over
11 days across 3 venues!

Highlights for me include Paul Foot
with his aptly titled show “Swan
Power”, Simon Brodkin, a new
show called I ♥ Michael Ball (which
I found on the BBC Radio 2 Michael
Ball show!) the Covent Garden
street entertainer legend Spikey Will,
Aurie Styla (Quarry sell-out show
Spring 2022) plus so many more!
What can I recommend… well, like
a good pub landlord will always
say… I recommend everything!
Many of the shows have a £5 ticket
so do support those offering this.
Have fun and many thanks for all
your support.

Photography: Mark Lewis

Photography: Aidan Huxford

James Pharaoh – Festival Director

‘It has never been such a privilege to say Welcome To Bedfringe.
It is no secret that the last few years have decimated the theatre
industry and to be able, once again, to have audiences and
performers safely back in all our venues is an honour.
Bedfringe aims to be the antidote to the last few years, giving you
the chance to have a good laugh with some of our amazing comics
such as Mitch Benn, Ivo Graham or Alfie Moore.
Take in some theatre with ‘Intricate Rituals’ written by the winner
of last year’s ‘Pick of the Fringe’ award or be wowed by amazing
magic from Pete Firman or Dave Alnwick!
Keep the kids amused during the long summer holidays with the
Just So Stories or Morgan and West’s Three Musketeers For Kids,
or just come and sit in the garden, have a drink and enjoy some
live music.
We have it all for you at Bedfringe 2022.
All of this would not be possible without our sponsors, our
wonderful volunteers who come back year after year to help us
stage this monster of an event.
The Quarry Theatre Staff, who endeavour to keep us safe,
hydrated, and partially sane; our performers who have weathered
the storm and have come back fighting with new shows and
material for us to stage, and finally you, our audiences, who have
supported us through it all.
Thank you, and enjoy Bedfringe 2022!
Fi Fowler – Co-Director and
Lily Hannant – Assistant Director

Photography: Barbara Asboth

We are back at full capacity once
again with lots of amazing work to
tell you about! From the 21st to 31st
July the Quarry Theatre will host
over 100 shows from its three
venues. At time of writing 14 of our
shows are Edinburgh previews so
you get a little taste of ‘the burg’
here on your doorstep.

James Pharaoh

Fiona Fowler

Lily Hannant
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BEDFRINGE TEAM

EVENT CATEGORIES

Director...............................................James Pharaoh
Co-Director..............................................Fiona Fowler
Assistant Director& Social Media...........Lily Hannant
QUARRY THEATRE:
Technician ..............................................James Tearle
Casual Technician ..............................James Doughty
Front of House Manager.........................David Baxter
FRONT OF HOUSE & BAR CASUALS: Caroline Clark,
Jessica Gray, Jessica Hallett, Annette Hickey, Cally
Lawrence, Alanya Piggott, Helena Prettyman,
Shaunagh Shannon, Sara Turner, Suzie Valentine.
BEDFRINGE FRONT OF HOUSE VOLUNTEERS
(at time of going to print): Mark Steinhardt, Helena
Prettyman, Conrad Staroscik, Hywel Thomas, Jackie
Thomas, Bethan Thomas, Jonny Hosking, James
Doughty, Olly Walker, Oliver Milton, Logan Jones,
Meo Ziccardi, Megan Holden, Jacob Newton,
Stephanie Watson, Turkan Ahmet, Dan Nickolls,
Ann Inskip.
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YOUR BEDFRINGE JOURNEY
STARTS HERE...
First things first… have a look through our brochure and
see what takes your fancy. Remember, Bedfringe is all
about new experiences and discovering new work.
Every year we see many of our artists go onto big things,
so be the first to see them here!
Please note: The programme is subject to change so
please check the website for all updates.
Age suitability: The age ratings are there to try to help
you gauge appeal. It’s not a legal restriction. All events
are self rated. Bedfringe is not liable for any incorrect
rating.
Terms & Conditions: The Bedfringe programme is subject to change so please visit our
website for all our latest updates. Tickets cannot be exchanged or refunded except in the
event of a show cancellation or a show being re-scheduled. Latecomers may not be
admitted. General concession prices are applicable to students, the unemployed, people
with disabilities (often with one helper), over-60s and children under the age of 16. Proof
of status may be required at the venue. Please note that some shows may start late or
over-run the planned running time. Full terms & conditions are presented at time of
purchase.
Both theatres have access and parking provision for wheelchair users. Please contact
the venue if you require disabled parking prior to your visit.

welcome
Box office opening times: For Quarry festival opening
times, please visit their websites: quarrytheatre.org.uk
The Box Office will be open during Bedfringe events.
Booking tickets: Tickets for all our events can be
purchased online at www.bedfringe.com Booking fees
apply – £1.50 per cart/transaction. You might like to add
a donation to Transitions UK at time of booking.
Social media:
Follow us on Twitter
and Facebook! Use
#bedfringe to tag
your comments.

@bedfringe /bedfringe

@bedfringe

Go straight to the Bedfringe
.website (scan QRcode)

The Quarry Theatre has wheelchair
access and parking provision for
wheelchair users. Please contact
the venue if you require disabled
parking prior to your visit.
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children’s theatre
THE
FEARSOME
GIANT

THE GREEN KNIGHT

Pity poor Prince
Frederick! He is
scared of everything.
EVERYTHING!
Little things, big
things, things which
might happen, things
which might not
happen, things which
only exist in his
imagination. Poor
Fred is exhausted with
worry.
However, all his fears seem insignificant when a huge, scary, fearsome
giant comes to the sleepy kingdom of Merryhaven and terror runs
through the streets!
With the help of his one true friend – Twiglet the dog – can Fred
overcome his own fears; overcome the giant and bring calm to
Merryhaven?
This story is adapted from the telling of Taffy Thomas, first Laureate for
Storytelling, and has its roots in Welsh tradition.

A brand-new show for children
and their families.
BEDFRINGE SPIRIT OF THE
FRINGE AWARD WINNERS
2021
“Wild Geese Theatre are experts
at creating immersive theatre for
young audiences and families”
★★★★★ A YOUNGER
THEATRE (for ‘Fiona & The
Fox)
The Green Knight is a fun,
imaginative take on the
Arthurian poem written around
1400AD. The play follows the
young Gawain as she journeys
across Ancient Britain to prove
herself worthy of becoming one of the Knights of the Round Table.
This story is about how we learn from one another and the bonds we
forge when we work together and never give up.
The show is set in period, meaning swords and shields and armour.
However, there are moments where we throw historical accuracy to the
wind in favour of something more fun and engaging for our audience.

£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

£12 (concession £10) Family £40 (max 2 adults)

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Monday July 25 – 11.00am

5-9yrs

40mins

MARCEL
THE DRAGON
LUCONT:
& LES ENFANTS TERRIBLES
–THE
A GAMESHOW
WANDERER FOR AWFUL CHILDREN
WINNER:
The Dragon
BEST
andKIDS
the SHOW – LEICESTER COMEDY FESTIVAL / UK
KIDS
Wanderer
COMEDY
is a familyFESTIVAL
friendly
that uses
The
UK’sshow
favourite
Frenchman channels his acerbic humour and quickfire
puppets,
wit
into a shadow,
family gameshow, pitting children against adults and each
movement
tell awful child.
other
to try and
and music
find thetomost
the story of Grog the
Come
and experience what happens when international insouciance
Neanderthal.
meets infantile exuberance, as children get to experience being politicians,
Alone
in
barren desert
pests anda petomanes
to and
win this badge of dishonour.
searching desperately for
“Very
funny,
quick-witted
and exceedingly sharp” BRITISH COMEDY
food, Grog becomes
GUIDE
trapped in a deep crater
with walls too steep to
climb. Inside the crater,
vegetation is lush and food
plentiful.
But this almost-paradise is the hunting ground of a menacing
dragon, who will not rest until Grog and all other small creatures in
the crater have perished. Using courage and friendship (and
telekinesis!), Grog must outsmart the bully by facing the dragon in
battle.
The Dragon and the Wanderer will premiere in April/May 2019 in
Philadelphia, PA, USA, before making the journey to Europe in the
summer of 2019!
£10 (concession £8)

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Tuesday July 26 – 2.00pm
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6yrs+

60mins

GARDEN STAGE
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Tues & Sat July 26 & 30 – 2.00pm

4yrs+

75mins

For tickets visit:
www.bedfringe.com

Wednesday
June ??
children’s
theatre

JUST SO STORIES

MORGAN &
WEST
THE THREE
MUSKETEERS
FOR KIDS!

By Rudyard Kipling (adapted
by John Story)
Three of Rudyard Kipling’s
classic ‘Just So’ children’s
stories are brought to life in
a joint production between
Central Standard Theatre in
Kansas City and Blackout
Theatre Company in
Bedford.
Starring both American and
local British actors and with
live percussion and sound
effects, these stories will
delight and entertain
children of all ages (and
their adults!)
Featuring ‘The Cat Who
Walked by Himself’, ‘The
Butterfly That Stamped’ and
‘The Elephant’s Child’.

Tickets £8 (concession £6)

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Sun & Mon July 24 – 12noon, July 25 – 3.30pm

Whimsy, wit, and
(s)wordplay for the
whole family.
Sharpen your swords,
lace up your boots, and
stick a great big feather
in your hat! Morgan &
West present a fun for
all the family retelling of
Alexandre Dumas’ The
Three Musketeers.
A whirlwind of whimsy,
wit, and (s)wordplay
await!
“The perfect summer panto.” Daily Info
“Hilarious and good for all ages” Primary Times
“hugely talented” Daily Mirror
“superbly crafted” The Stage

4yrs+

60mins

£12 (concession £10)

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Saturday July 23 – 2.00pm

6yrs+

75mins

SAT 29 OCT 1pm & 3pm
SUN 30 OCT 11am & 1pm
£14/£12 (family ticket £48 – max two adults)

quarrytheatre.org.uk
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children’s theatre
THE MUNCH MISSION!
BEST CHILDREN’S SHOW:
SHAFTESBURY FRINGE FOR ‘ALF
THE HIGHWAYMAN’ (2016)
Oh help, our Munch is missing!
Do you possess the wit, nerve and
skill to become the next CIA agent?
A world famous artwork has gone
missing from Oslo National
Museum. Work with Agents Kahlo
and Dali of the Company of
International Artists to solve a
fiendishly sneaky art heist. Help
them to chase leads, decipher clues
and interrogate suspects to retrieve
the missing artwork in this globetrotting adventure.
Full of mystery, nods to film noir
and a broad streak of quirky
comedy, The Munch Mission is a playable family theatre show from
award winning theatre company Brave Bold Drama.
“It was brilliant… fun, educational and interactive show…”
EMILY GREENSLADE
PROGRAMMER FOR THEATRE ON THE DOWNS
£12 (concession £10) £40 family (max 2 adults)

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Sunday July 24 – 2.00pm

60mins

PETTY GOAT
TALES
A Double Bill of Old Nanny
Nibblebeard and The Seven
Little Kids
Lions are tough and scary!
Jackals are cunning and
hungry!
But Old Nanny Nibblebeard
manages to outwit both of
them by pretending to be
Nanooshka The Queen of
All Goats.
A Queen with an endless
appetite.

£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Tuesday July 26 – 11.00am

3-7yrs

40mins

PIGS AND BEARS
DON’T COME IN
PAIRS!

PIRATES,
ROBBERS AND
ROCK’N’ROLL

Straw, wood, brick?
Porridge, chairs, beds?
Two trios to tantalise and
tickle your senses in this
DOUBLE BILL of Furry
Tails, where Goldilocks
may even be more scary
that the Big Bad Wolf!
If two’s company and
three’s a crowd, then book
your place now for these
well loved stories, retold
with puppets, original
music and a perfectly
petite pop up set.

A double bill of The Many
Legged Musicians of
Bremen and How the Pirate
got its name
Have you ever wanted to
be in a band?
Looking cool with a guitar
slung over your shoulder?
Twiddling drumsticks high
in the air?
Well, this was the dream of
four friends: Rodney the
Donkey, Rufus the Dog,
Mimi the Cat and
Spockerel the Cockerel.
The only problem they had was… they couldn’t play their instruments
at all!!
Prepare your ears for the cacophony.

£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Saturday July 23 – 11.00am
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6yrs+

For tickets visit:
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3yrs+

40mins

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Wednesday July 27 – 11.00am

3-7yrs

40mins

For tickets visit:
www.bedfringe.com

children’s theatre

STONE SOUP

TRICKY TEDDY’S
SUMMER MAGIC
SHOW

Having survived the ravages
of sea, and a ship full of
marauding , , our storyteller
finds himself without money,
without food, and worse
still... without a new story to
tell!
Can a simple pebble picked
off the beach be the answer?
And can he outwit
Wafflesweat – the troll-like
chef who cooks in the
castle?

£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Friday July 29 – 11.00am

A show for all the family,
Tricky Teddy’s Summer
Magic Show features mind
boggling magic, knockabout
comedy and great fun with
audience interaction.
Award winning Krisgar and
sidekick Tricky Teddy return
to the Bedford Quarry
Theatre for a magical
afternoon this summer.
Produced by KE
Productions, this show
promises to be ‘sun’ and
games!
CHILDREN’S ENTERTAINER
OF THE YEAR (WAM)
WINNER GIL LEANEY
STAGE COMPETITION OF
THE YEAR (WAM) WINNER

5-9yrs

40mins

£10 (concession £8) £40 family (max 2 adults)

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Friday July 29 – 2.00pm

WHERE THE LOST
SOCKS GO

WHIZZING AND
WISHING

Where do our missing socks
go?
Do they end up down the plug
hole or do they go sunbathing
in the Caribbean?
Milo thinks that wearing odd
socks is embarrassing, so his
weird and wonderful friend
Luna leads him on an exciting
expedition, determined to show
Milo that he shouldn’t have to
follow the crowd to fit in.
Join Milo and Luna on their quest to find Milo’s missing sock.
Combining live music, catchy original songs and a host of crazy
characters, Where The Lost Socks Go celebrates the odd and invites
you to be curious.
This show can be enjoyed by everyone from 5 to 105!
“The inclusion of live music and dance alongside the clarity of
storytelling made this one of my favourite pieces of theatre for children
I’ve seen in a long time.” CHRIS KIRKWOOD (FORMER CEO OF
LINCOLN DRILL HALL)
“A true highlight of our family programme.” OTHERPLACE BRIGHTON

A Double bill of The Hare &
The Hedgehog and The
Three Wishes
In the game of Top Trumps,
the Hare would always beat
the Hedgehog in Speed,
Agility and Length of leg,
but in Cunning, the cute
little Hedgehog will always
win!
See how Mr Hedgehog
(with the help from Mrs
Hedgehog) outwits the
stuck-up Haversham Hare
who believes himself to be
the Lord of the Manor.

£7 (concession £5)

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Sat & Sun July 23 & 24 – 10.30am

5yrs+

40mins

£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Thursday July 28 – 11.00am

4yrs+

55mins

3-7yrs

40mins
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comedy
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ADELE CLIFF:
IN THE DARK

90S BOY: BLAIR, THE LOVEGUN & ME
Remember the 90s or want to find out what the hell was going on
then? Do you have a non-typical brain or know someone who has?
Then you’ll want to join South East New Comedian finalist Phil Green as
he talks 90s nostalgia and neurodiversity in his work in progress show.
Phil will take you through a life of dealing with ADHD, his oddball
parents, love/hate feelings towards Tony Blair and seeking solace in
long forgotten terrible 90s pop songs.
Phil has appeared on BBC Radio and written for BBC Radio 4.
£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Thursday July 21 – 9.30pm

16yrs+

60mins

Adele Cliff brings her new
show about the power of
knowledge and the power
in refusing it to the
Bedfringe Festival.
Adele was the 2020 UK
Pun Champion and has
featured in Dave’s
Funniest Jokes of the
Fringe four years running
(2016, 2017, 2018,
2019).
She has also featured in
best jokes lists in The Telegraph, The Evening Standard, The Irish
Times, The i Newspaper and The Metro as well as being nominated for
Leicestershire’s Favourite Joke in 2019.
“Absolutely charming... a skilled performer, with a real presence and
confidence” THE SCOTSMAN
★★★★★ THE STUDENT (EDINBURGH)

£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Monday July 25 – 9.30pm

18yrs+

60mins

ALFIE MOORE

ALI WOODS

Join Humberside police
sergeant-turnedcomedian Alfie Moore
for a live preview of
Series 7 of his critically
acclaimed BBC Radio 4
comedy show ‘IT’S A
FAIR COP’.
Policing decisions are
easy in hindsight aren’t
they...? Why not
experience the thrills and
spills of making those
high-risk calls in the
moment using a real-life crime from Alfie’s personal casebook.
This show is challenging, thought-provoking, life-affirming and always
fun.
“Funny, sharp observational comedy” CHORTLE
“Lots of well-crafted jokes and a large dash of police gallows humour”
TELEGRAPH
“If Ted Hastings had a Yorkshire accent” JED MECURIOR FAN

Woods is an exciting
new stand-up comedian
on the UK circuit, having
won Hackney Empire
New Act of the Year
2020, and will be
working on his debut
stand-up comedy show.
He has appeared on BBC
Radio 4, TalkRadio,
TalkSport, and written on
sketches for BBC Three.
His online comedy
sketches under the tag
@aliwoodsgigs have
gained millions of views
and likes.
“In a world of wannabes, Woods is the real deal.” BRUCE DESSAU,
EVENING STANDARD

£12.50

£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Saturday July 23 – 7.30pm
10

18yrs+

60mins

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Thursday July 28 – 8.00pm

14yrs+

60mins

comedy

For tickets visit:
www.bedfringe.com

‘BEST OF’ CASTLE
COMEDY SPECIAL

AURIE STYLA:
WORK IN
PROGRESS
Quarry Theatre Sold-Out
Artist Spring 2022
It has been an interesting
couple of years, with a
global pandemic showing
us a different perspective
on life and its meaning.
To Aurie, it means looking
at his own hilarious outlet
and his way of dealing with
change, and finally going
Green (his real last name).
Question is, what does
being Green actually
mean? Get your belly
laughs finding out.
As seen on: Jonathan Ross’ Comedy Club (ITV), Don’t Hate The Playaz
(ITV2) and Mo Gilligan’s Black British and Funny (Channel 4).

£12.50

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Wednesday July 27 – 7.30pm

16yrs+

60mins

CERYS BRADLEY:
SPORTSPERSON

Three UK comedy favourites
take the stage for the ultimate
comedy show.
SUZI RUFFELL – has had five
sell-out runs at the Edinburgh
Festival and has recorded
comedy specials for both
Amazon Prime and the BBC.
Also seen on Live at the
Apollo, Mock The Week, The
Last Leg, Hypothetical and
The Jonathon Ross Show.
“On the cusp of stardom”
The Evening Standard
IVAN BRACKENBURY – he’s
bonkers! Ivan is the creation
of “Fosters Comedy God” Tom Binns. Tom wrote and starred in his
own BBC One sitcom ‘Hospital People’ and Ivan stole the show on 8
Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown.
“Laughs per minute the funniest show at the Fringe” Tme Out
MATT RICHARDSON – is a multi-award winning stand-up comedian
and hugely successful presenter. He has appeared on Dancing on Ice,
Celebrity Coach Trip and Nevermind the Buzzcocks.
£16 (no concession)

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Sunday July 31 – 8pm (Doors 7.45pm)

16yrs+

120mins

CHELSEA BIRKBY:
NO MORE MR NICE
CHELSEA

Sportsperson is written and
performed by Cerys Bradley
(Soho Theatre Young
Company, Amused Moose
Semi-finalist 2020).
It’s a show about playing
sport and fitting in and how
Cerys is quite bad at both of
those things.
It’s also a show about being
non-binary, embarrassed
about wearing lycra and
how spending your
childhood in a car whilst
your parents watch your
brother play football (and
rugby and tennis and
cricket) definitely doesn’t
leave you with a massive
chip on your shoulder.
As seen on BBC Wales.
“Slick and quick-witted” DIVA MAGAZINE

LEICESTER SQUARE NEW
COMEDIAN FINALIST 2021
KOMEDIA NEW ACT,
SEMI-FINALIST 2020
2NORTHDOWN NEW ACT,
SEMI-FINALIST 2020
NEW ONLINE COMEDIAN OF THE
YEAR FINALIST, 2ND PLACE 2020
Chelsea Birkby: No More Mr Nice
Chelsea is the debut hour from “rising star” Ox in a Box, “one to watch”
Funny Women and multi-competition finalist, Chelsea Birkby.
It’s about accepting the things about ourselves that aren’t so lovely, and
includes the perks of having a breakdown in your early 20s. It’s fun, it’s
thoughtful and it’s a show “I guarantee anyone at the fringe will enjoy”
★★★★ MUMBLE.
“Good gags” CHORTLE “One to watch” FUNNY WOMEN
“Personal, watchable” THE SCOTSMAN
“Chelsea Birkby talked frankly about mental illness... my jaw soon
aching with laughter” ★★★★ OXFORD TIMES

£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Thursday July 28 – 9.15pm

14yrs+

60mins

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Friday July 22 – 6.30pm

16yrs+

60min
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comedy

For tickets visit:
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ERIC RUSHTON:
I HAD A DREAM
AND YOU WERE
ALL IN IT

GARRETT
MILLERICK:
JUST TRYING TO
HELP (WORK IN
PROGRESS)

Leicester Mercury
Comedian of the Year
2020 Eric Rushton brings
his highly-anticipated
debut hour to Bedfringe.
Ever since he was a little
boy, Eric has dreamt of
being a commerciallyviable stand-up comedian
that could effortlessly
entertain both you and
your extended family.
This is his chance to make
that dream come true.
Expect salty language,
sweet facial expressions,
and hand gestures with far too much oregano on them.

£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Tuesday July 26 – 8.00pm

12

The world’s angriest
optimist returns for
another bash at sorting out
life’s inexplicable
complications. A showcase
of no holds barred stand
up comedy for people who like to keep things simple.
As seen on: Conan, SiriusXM, 800 Pound Gorilla Records & The
Laughable Podcast (50 Funniest Podcasts of 2021 - The Guardian).
THE BEST SHOWS OF EDINBURGH 2018 & 2019 - THE GUARDIAN,
THE TIMES & THE TELEGRAPH.
“He’s just fantastic” FRANK SKINNER
“This brave and winning hour certainly pulls no punches” ★★★★
THE TIMES
“wickedly funny” ★★★★ THE SCOTSMAN
“Powerhouse performance” ★★★★ THE TELEGRAPH
“a virtuoso display of unforgivingly grumpy stand up delivered with fire
in his soul” ★★★★ ½ STEVE BENNETT, CHORTLE

14yrs+

60mins

£12

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Friday July 29 – 9.30pm

14yrs+

60mins

comedy

For tickets visit:
www.bedfringe.com

IVO GRAHAM:
MY FUTURE, MY CLUTTER
(WORK IN PROGRESS)
Bumbling wordsmith and tripe factory returns to discuss three years of
heavy-duty pranking/parenting/procrastinating since Dave’s 2019
nominations for Best Comedy Show and Joke of the Fringe (‘I’ve got an
Eton College advent calendar, where all the doors are opened by my
father’s contacts’).
As seen/heard on Mock The Week, Live At The Apollo, Have I Got News
For You, British As Folk and was the fondue-set winner on Richard
Osman’s House of Games.
“A hugely enjoyable hour of stand-up comedy” THE TIMES
“Suddenly has star-in-the-making coming off him like steam”
THE TELEGRAPH

£12.50

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Thursday July 28 – 9.15pm

14yrs+

60mins

JACOB
HAWLEY:
BUMP (WORK
IN PROGRESS)

JAYDE ADAMS:
MEN, I CAN SAVE YOU
(WORK IN PROGRESS)

After reaching the
finals of the BBC New
Comedy Award,
writing and starring in
numerous shorts for
BBC3 and featuring on
Radio 4 and Talksport,
Jacob Hawley has
become a critically
acclaimed new voice
in comedy after his
debut show Howl
premiered at The
Edinburgh Fringe in
2018.
A well-honed live act, Jacob regularly performs at some of the biggest
and best clubs in the UK and he is currently developing his own
projects for TV and Radio. He has a fairly decent website, an okay
twitter account, and a top notch instagram
£12 (concession £10)

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Tuesday July 26 – 9.30pm

14yrs+

60mins

Change is always hard and what
better person to lead the men,
selflessly by the hand into the new
world than TV’s Jayde Adams.
Multi award-winning comedian
and actress, Jayde Adams’
critically acclaimed special was
released on Amazon Prime to
worldwide applause, was
longlisted for an Emmy and has
amassed over 156 million views.
Jayde stars in Sophie Willan’s
BAFTA winning TV series Alma’s
Not Normal (BBC Two), the
upcoming Take That movie
Greatest Days and stars in Neil
Gaiman’s Good Omens (Amazon
Prime).
She is the co-host of the BAFTA
nominated series Snackmasters
and Netflix smash hit, Crazy
Delicious.

£12.50

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Monday July 25 – 8.00pm

16yrs+

60mins

13

comedy

For tickets visit:
www.bedfringe.com

JESSICA
ASZKENASY
AND DAN
JONES:
GROAN UPS
Groan Ups is a splitbill hour featuring two
up-and-coming
comedians talking
about trying (and
failing) to be
functioning human
beings. Nervous
breakdowns. Relationships. Cheese rollers. That time Jess shat herself
on a bus.
Full disclosure: some of it’s unfinished. But after hearing about our
failures, you’ll DEFINITELY come out of this feeling better about
yourself. And Rhod Gilbert did describe Dan as “definitely one to
watch” once. Come for the ego boost, stay for the jokes!
“Definitely one to watch” RHOD GILBERT
“Pithy, snarky and funny” CHORTLE
AMUSED MOOSE BREAKTHROUGH COMEDIAN OF THE YEAR IN
2019 (DAN JONES)
£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Saturday July 23 – 6.30pm

JON COURTENAY:
AGAINST THE ODDS
AS SEEN ON ANT AND DEC’S SATURDAY NIGHT TAKEAWAY
Having triumphed on Britain’s Got Talent, Jon combines comedy, music
and drama in a brand-new show exploring the true story of his
television success while secretly fighting for his life.
Accompany him backstage as he wrestles jokes and jeopardy to
survive not only the competition but also to just… survive.
Doctors and Nurses, Judges and Jokers all become players in Jon’s
musical journey through jubilation, heartache, tumours and television.
Reminding you that laughter can be the best medicine, but so can
immunotherapy.
“Wonderful” SIMON COWELL

£12.50 (concession £10.50)

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Friday July 29 – 8.30pm
14

12yrs+

60mins

18yrs+

60mins

comedy

For tickets visit:
www.bedfringe.com

JON PEARSON:
WHAT HAVE YOU
BEEN UP TO?

JULIETTE BURTON:
NO BRAINER
We’ve all got a brain, although
some work better than others.
Juliette’s brain was broken and, in
attempting to fix it, she’s learned
a lot. She’ll share it with you in
this manual for the mind. But
how do you get better for good?
Is it mind over matter? And is
recovery really a no brainer? As
seen & heard on BBC One, ITV,
Radio 4 & Radio 5 Live.
Juliette has performed five solo
shows, When I Grow Up, Look At
Me, Decision Time, Butterfly
Effect and Defined, at the Edinburgh Fringe, selling out multiple runs.
She has won the Argus Angel Award (Brighton Fringe), Spirit Of The
Fringe Award (Bedfringe) and Voice Mag’s Pick Of The Fringe Award
(Edinburgh Fringe).
Juliette is an ambassador for Rethink Mental Illness. She also supports
Mind and B-eat.
“Joyous” TIMES – “Fringe favourite” GUARDIAN
★★★★★ MIRROR – “Hilarious” ★★★★★ EDFESTMAG

Jon has had two years to write
new jokes, instead he has
decided to stretch the old
muscles by making this year’s
show, CROWD WORK ONLY.
Nothing but his quick wit, no
preparation, no script, no
safety net!
Jon knows how to test himself
as he asks everyone, what
have they been up to?

£10

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Sunday July 24 – 9.30pm

16yrs+

60mins

£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Saturday July 30 – 6.30pm

14yrs+

75mins

KATIE PRITCHARD:
DISCO BALL

KATIE MITCHELL:
SHE FESTERS

WINNER: MUSICAL COMEDY
AWARDS.
WINNER: 2NORTHDOWN
NEW COMEDIAN.
Party with carnage-wielding,
mayhem-manifesting, awardwinning human disco ball
Katie Pritchard, in her debut
musical comedy hour, as she
tries to figure out “who she
is” while possibly dressed as
a pavlova.
“Inventive and hilarious”
BROADWAY BABY
“An explosion of joyful
lunacy” SHORTLIST

Fantasy, escapism, standup comedy.
She Festers is an
increasingly unhinged
whirlwind of characters,
storytelling, and actual
good n’ proper jokes, like
what they had in Ye Olde
days.
It’s silly, it’s heartfelt, it’s
got Vlad the Impaler in it.
It’s a heck of a show that
you won’t want to miss.
Katie Mitchell was runnerup Rising Star at the 2019
Midlands Comedy Awards and has supported Andrew O’Neill on tour.
“A bottomless well of whimsy, with immaculately crafted jokes, and a
delivery that could sell the weirdest jokes to the rowdiest audiences”
BLIZZARD COMEDY

£10

£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Sunday July 24 – 8.00pm

14yrs+

75mins

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Wednesday July 27 – 9.30pm

16yrs+

60mins

15

comedy

For tickets visit:
www.bedfringe.com

KEVIN, KING OF EGYPT

LOUISE ATKINSON:
MATES (WORK IN
PROGRESS)

A comedy about an unlikely
friendship between an escaped
mental health patient and a lost
child.
Kevin is unhappy about his
diagnosis, even less pleased about
being on a section of the Mental
Health Act, and distinctly upset
about being told he is not the
reincarnation of the pharaoh
Ramses II. On his way to Egypt, via
the Tesco Express, he stumbles
across the nemesis to all his plans:
Millie – a small child mislaid by her
father. Together they embark on a
journey that will change both their
lives forever.
Fringe Favourite: Limerick Fringe Best Solo Show: Victoria Fringe
Best Comedy: Swindon Fringe Best Solo Comedy: Orlando
“Uproarious… hilarious”★★★★★LONDON PUB THEATRES
“a moving, funny, deeply human show”
★★★★½ VICTORIA TIMES COLONIST
“Heartfelt and laugh out loud funny”
★★★★ CANADIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION
£10

£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

Sunday July 31 – 6.30pm

Sunday July 24 – 3.30pm

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

16yrs+

60mins

LUKE KEMPNER: MACHO MACHO MAN
Luke Kempner has quickly established himself as the UK’s hottest new
impressionist for the millennial comedy generation, amassing over 3
million views online, through his viral sketch videos.
Luke is part of the new Spitting Image cast, which can be seen now on
BritBox.
Combining razor sharp stand-up with incisively accurate imitations,
Luke has made regular appearances in the BAFTA winning Murder in
Successville (BBC3) and as the breakout star of The Imitation Game
(ITV1), which led to an appearance on The Royal Variety Performance
(ITV1).

£12.50

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Thursday July 21 – 9.00pm

16

16yrs+

60mins

Work In Progress comedy
show from Amused Moose
Finalist & Harrogate new
Comedian of the Year finalist,
Louise Atkinson.
You can never complete a
night out with your friends
unless someone has cried
over their ex, you’ve all made
a new best friend in the toilets
that you’ll never see again,
and you’ve done three laps of
the bar looking for Lisa. Seriously though, where is she?
Our friends are our chosen family.
From the happiest times to breaking up with friends, grab a pint (of
wine) and Louise will recount some of her funniest memories.
Hopefully we find Lisa
“A strong flavour of Victoria Wood”
BRUCE DESSAU, BEYOND THE JOKE
“Can breathe life into any story” CHORTLE

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

16yrs+

60mins

comedy

For tickets visit:
www.bedfringe.com

MARCEL LUCONT:
LE ‘BEST OF’

MATT WINNING:
HOT MESS

Britain’s favourite French
comedian presents his
greatest oeuvres from the
past decade, with a live
band to abuse. Expect
deadpan wit, supreme sex
poetry, soaring miserablist
chansons and Gallic
superiority.
As seen on Comedy
Central At The Comedy
Store, The John Bishop
Show (BBC1), Set List
(Sky Atlantic), Russell
Howard’s Good News
(BBC3).
WINNER: BEST COMEDY SHOW – FRINGE WORLD AWARDS
WINNER: AMUSED MOOSE AWARD: BEST COMEDY SHOW.
EDINBURGH FRINGE
“Fresh, accessible and hilarious” THE GUARDIAN
“Excellently dry” THE TIMES
“Wonderful French wit… Superb stuff” TIME OUT

Dr Matt Winning is a Londonbased Scottish comedian and
environmental researcher who
performs live climate change
comedy and author of the book
HOT MESS: What on Earth can
we do about Climate Change?
Matt has a TEDx talk about the
importance of using humour to
discuss climate change, hosts the
podcast ‘Operation Earth’ and cohosted the BBC Radio 4 show
Mark Watson and Matt Winning:
Seriously, Though, The Planet.
Matt has a PhD in climate change
policy and is an active researcher
at the UCL Institute for Sustainable Resources on various
environmental issues.
“An attractively impish spirit” THE GUARDIAN
“Charming and accomplished” ★★★★ THE LIST
“Clever gags … esoteric routines” SCOTSMAN

£15

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Tuesday July 26 – 7.30pm

14yrs+

75mins

MAX FULHAM:
‘IS IT JUST ME?’

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Saturday July 30 – 2.00pm

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Sunday July 24 – 6.30pm

14yrs+

60mins

MAZ PANTZ

When Max’s parents
bought their nine-year-old
son a puppet for
Christmas they were not
expecting him to become
a full-time ventriloquist!
Returning after his
successful show in 2021,
Max Fulham brings his
hilarious show combining
stand-up and skillful
ventriloquism to
Bedfringe 2022. With
television appearances
including ITV’s ‘Game Of
Talents’ and viral success
on TikTok, Max brings the traditional art of ventriloquism bang up to
date.
Max has been touring solo shows around the UK as well as appearing
at comedy clubs around the country.
He brings his show “Is It Just Me?” to the Bedfringe for just one day
only so come along as he welcomes you into his world of
ventriloquism.

£12.50

£10

12yrs+

60mins

Maz Pantz is a solo
comedy sketch show
that uses physical
comedy, mime and
multi role to entertain
and thrill an audience.
You will be taken on a
bonkers journey whilst
delving into
controversial and
taboo subjects such as
feminism, sex and
mental health; let’s
break some taboos
and be able to talk and
laugh about these
subjects!

£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Saturday July 23 – 1.00pm & 9.40pm

18yrs+

30mins

17

comedy

For tickets visit:
www.bedfringe.com

MICHAEL
AKADIRI: NO
SCRUBS (WORK
IN PROGRESS)

MITCH BENN:
IT’S ABOUT TIME
“The only reason for time
is so that everything
doesn’t happen at once”
ALBERT EINSTEIN
(PROBABLY)
If it feels like the past is
catching up with us and
the future isn’t what it
used to be, then fear not!
Mitch Benn, comedian,
songwriter and thinker of
deep thoughts, (not to
mention “the country’s
leading musical satirist”
– The Times) is back,
clock in one hand and
guitar in the other, to help
you look at time in a
whole new way.

Eagerly anticipated debut
hour from this comedian
and junior doctor.
No Scrubs sees Michael
traverse the challenges of
life within and outside the
NHS. BBC New Comedy
Award London Finalist,
and as seen on LadBible
& ITV2s Stand Up Sketch
Show.
“A sharp-witted
everyman.. Charismatic
and in effortless control”
CHORTLE
“Expect to be laughing
regularly at him in the
future” EVENING
STANDARD
£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Sunday July 31 – 8.00pm

14yrs+

60mins

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Friday July 22 – 8.00pm

18

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Saturday July 30 – 2.30pm & 8.00pm

14yrs+

60mins

PATRICK MONAHAN:
CLASSY

OLAF FALAFEL
Olaf Falafel is the holder of
‘Dave’s Best Joke Of The
Fringe’ but more
importantly he is also the
holder of ‘Person Whose
Show Description You Are
Currently Reading And
Are Tempted To Book
Tickets For’.
Olaf guarantees two
things – it will be stupid
and it will be funny.

£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

£12.50 (Matinee £11)

In a world of groups, hierarchies
and class systems, everyone’s
trying so hard to fit in. What’s
wrong with being a misfit? Be
you, be proud! It’s taken
Monahan 4 decades to realise
this. From the caravan to the
middle-class neighbourhood.
Enjoy Monahan’s stand-up
observations on living a
modern-day life.
As seen recently on BBC One’s
The One Show, Loose Women
ITV), Asian Network (BBC)
“Rip-roaringly funny… another
hour would have suited
everyone”
★★★★★ ONE4REVIEW
“Hilarious”
★★★★★ THREE WEEKS
“Terrific Comic” ★★★★ SCOTSMAN

14yrs+

60mins

£12.50

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Sunday July 24 – 9.30pm

14yrs+

60mins

comedy

For tickets visit:
www.bedfringe.com

PAUL FOOT:
SWAN POWER

PETE FIRMAN:
BAG OF TRICKS

The multi-award winning
comedian presents his brand
new show.
Tired of the goose?
Swan Power is here. Paul opens
his beak and explores topics
including Nanna on the rack,
murdering Santas and
interfering ambulance drivers
(self-appointed busybodies!)
Plus Billy Zane’s Valuable
Diamond (c/o RMS Titanic).
Live by the swan, fly by the
swan.
“Like a rare exotic bird, he’s
special” THE DAILY EXPRESS
“Sublime, original, brilliant” THE INDEPENDENT
“Something of a comic genius” THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD

Pete Firman is one of the UK’s
most popular magicians and
he’s back on the road! You’ve
seen him on television, now
experience his trademark blend
of laugh-out-loud comedy and
jaw-dropping magic live on
stage.
As seen on ITV1’s Tonight at the
London Palladium and The Next
Great Magician, BBC1’s The
Magicians, The John Bishop
Show and The Sarah Millican
Television Programme.
“The man from Middlesbrough
sets the pace for comedymeets-magic in the 21st century” THE TIMES
“The new poster-boy for British comedy magic” THE TELEGRAPH
“Seamless blending of quality magic and stand-up comedy. It is a joy to
watch” EDINBURGH FESTIVALS MAGAZINE
“The best magic tricks in the Universe” INDEPENDENT

£12.50

£12.50

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Friday July 29 – 7.00pm

14yrs+

60mins

RICHARD STOTT:
AFTERPARTY

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Wednesday July 27 – 8.00pm

Monday July 25 – 9.00pm

14yrs+

60mins

ROBIN BOOT’S
ROCKOMEDY:
PUNAWAY TRAIN

Welcome to the afterparty, take a
seat but don’t stay forever!
We all leave the party at different
times but have you hung on until
the sun is coming through the
curtains, the music has got weird
and your heartburn is saying,
“you’re too old for this”?
Join Richard as he contemplates
whether he has missed the boat.
His friends have families, six
figure salaries and houses. He
has a level 2 food hygiene
certificate and acid reflux.
As seen on The Stand-Up Sketch
Show (ITV2)
Runner-up, Dave’s Joke of the Ed Fringe 2019
“Definitely one to watch out for” ★★★★ BROADWAY BABY
★★★★ THE SKINNY
★★★★ THREE WEEKS
£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

16yrs+

60mins

The harbinger of rock ‘n’
drole returns to Bedford
with more of his off the
rails, guitar-wielding
wordplay and silliness.
This is musical comedy
turned up to eleven!
“Big presence, big
delivery, big laughs”
PAUL REVILL,
CASTLE COMEDY
“Clever, unpredictable
puns... and the guitar is
top notch”
BROADWAY BABY
“Hilarious and always a favourite with the crowd” JOHN WILDGOOSE,
FOUNDER OF INTO THE WILD FESTIVAL
“The Springsteen of comedy” G&B COMEDY
LAST MINUTE COMEDY: NEW COMEDIAN OF THE YEAR 2016 VOTED IN THE TOP 3
MAKE FREDDY LAUGH, EDINBURGH 2017 - WINNER
£11 (concession £9)

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Friday July 29 – 8.00pm

14yrs+

60mins

19

comedy

For tickets visit:
www.bedfringe.com

RYAN MOLD:
THE GENERATION
GAP (PREVIEW)

SARAH SOUTHERN:
SCANDALOUS!
Political scandal never stops
but what happens when
you’re the centre of it?
Sarah’s gripping storytelling
takes you from being on
front pages and the lead
story on the Ten O’Clock
News to what happens next
but takes a twist and turn
through the many political
scandals of recent times.
“Whatever your political
persuasion, do catch this
humorous and insightful
performance”★★★★
THREE WEEKS
“Not objectionable”
THE GUARDIAN

In the mid-80s, at six-monthsold, my grandparents become
my legal guardians.
They showered me with love,
but being guided through life
by two 70-year-olds with
simply no understanding of
modern living was a mixture
of confusion and
embarrassment.

£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Sunday July 31 – 9.30pm

18yrs+

60mins

£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Wednesday July 27 – 6.00pm

14yrs+

60mins

SHELF: HAIR
SCOTTISH FALSETTO SOCKS:
EUROVISION SOCK CONTEST
Earth’s funniest footwear are back with their latest comedy hour. Fresh
from their appearance on Britain’s Got Talent they bring you a whole
Song Contest for your voting pleasure. With entries from everyone
from Scandinavia to the Austro-Hungarian Empire, who will win? You
decide. Expect the usual songs, sketches, and Gags Sans Frontieres.
“A distracting tonic for the times” ★★★★ THE SCOTSMAN 2020
“The absolute essence of the Edinburgh Fringe”
★★★★ EVERYTHING THEATRE 2020
£10

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Saturday July 23 – 8.15m

20

14yrs+

60mins

Shelf are a musical comedy double act. Sort of. One of them is tone
deaf, so technically they’re a musical single act and guest.
In Hair, watch Shelf tell the story of one bizarrely life-changing haircut
through acoustic james, slamming EDM, and jokes.
Over 1 millions views on BBC Three; Musical Comedy Awards finalists,
2020; Funny Women finalists, 2020. Founders of The LOL Word.
“Clever and catchy” BRUCE DESSAU
“Cool and relevant” THE SKINNY
“The talented twosome find belly laughs in heavyweight topics like
mental health, sexuality and gender” DIVA MAGAZINE

£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Friday July 22 – 9.30pm

14yrs+

60mins

comedy

For tickets visit:
www.bedfringe.com

SIMON BRODKIN:
MESSED UP
(WORK IN PROGRESS)
After five sold out shows at Leicester Square Theatre, acclaimed
character comedian and “the world’s most famous blagger” THE DAILY
TELEGRAPH, Simon Brodkin, Simon is back to work out a brand new
show.
Star of Britain’s Greatest Hoaxer (Channel 4) Simon hit global headlines
multiple times for his high-profile stunts, including handing Theresa
May a P45 during her speech at the Conservative Party Conference,
showering disgraced FIFA president Sepp Blatter with bank notes, and
surrounding Donald Trump at the opening of his golf courses with 60
swastika-emblazoned golf balls.
“Simon Brodkin has finally and gloriously cast off the shackles of Lee
Nelson with a sublime piece of daft comedy” THE LIST

£12.50

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Saturday July 30 – 7.30pm

16yrs+

60mins

SIMON MUNNERY:
TRIALS AND
TRIBULATIONS
(EDINBURGH
PREVIEW)
“I’ve been mugged three
times and arrested once.
What a night!”
For the first time, Munnery
tells the tale of his trial in
Edinburgh twenty years ago,
as well as his second court
appearance last year in
Bedford.
It worked for Lenny Bruce.
He’ll also seek to turn
various other distressing life
occurrences into comedic
gold. And there will probably
be a song.
“Perennial fringe maverick” THE GUARDIAN
“Comedy powerhouse” THE SKINNY
★★★★★ THE SCOTSMAN

£10

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Saturday July 23 – 9.00pm

SOPHIE DUKER: HAG (WORK IN PROGRESS)
Duker’s in town to tell jokes, break hearts and marinate her new show
in Bedford’s unique flavour. Not getting a ticket for this would be silly.
As seen on 8 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown (Channel 4), 8 Out of 10
Cats (E4), Mock the Week (BBC2), Don’t hate the Playaz (ITV2), Frankie
Boyle’s New World Order (BBC2) and Jonathan Ross’ Comedy Club
(ITV).
Her Edinburgh Fringe Show, Venus, saw her nominated for the Best
Newcomer award. She won the 2021 Funny Women Best Comedy
Writer Award

14yrs+

60mins

£12.50

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Thursday July 21 – 7.30pm

14yrs+

60mins

21

comedy

For tickets visit:
www.bedfringe.com

TAROT, NICE TO MEET YOU!
BEDFRINGE DIRECTOR’S CHOICE
Want to know your future? ‘Cause we already do... You’re in for a night
of comedy and tarot!
Comedians Carly Smallman (‘Downright Hilarious’ – GQ) and Sarah
Iles (‘Left the room quaking with laughter’ – Voice mag) are joined by a
special guest for a 100% real, 100% hilarious tarot reading.
These sexy witches will pull cheeky cards for you (the audience) too, in
this fully interactive hit show that encompasses all things fun and
witchy.
Tarot, Nice to Meet You has been running online during lockdown with
up to 35k viewers per episode! Come and see what the cards have in
store for you...

£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Wednesday July 27 – 9.00pm

14yrs+

60mins+

WILL PRESTON CAN’T FACE REALITY
WINNER – BEST ONLINE EVENT – LEICESTER COMEDY FESTIVAL
2022
Reality is overrated. Why bother with work, relationships, and mental
health concerns when escapism is king?
Will Preston, self-confessed geek and gaming addict, explores his love
of geek culture, as well as his normal life that he tries to escape from.
Will he keep his face against the screen, or will he finally face reality?
“Slick, surprising, and acutely aware” OBJECTIVELY FUNNY
“Energetic and lovable” JOEY PAGE
“Very funny geezer. Guaranteed laughs!” LENNY SHERMAN
“Edgy, distinctive voice” SADIA AZMAT
“Fearless, oozes confidence” NATHAN CASSIDY
The debut solo show from London-based standup, Will Preston. An
avid geek, Will has always tried to escape his reality by playing video
games or being in a band.
After surviving depression and a suicide attempt in 2015, he was
drawn into the world of comedy.
He has since been performing stand up all across the UK and the US.
He is a regular at the top comedy clubs on the London scene.
Will is also co host of the Award-Winning podcast Marvel Versus
Marvel.
£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Monday July 25 – 6.30pm
22

16yrs+

50mins

theatre

For tickets visit:
www.bedfringe.com

MISCHIEF THEATRE PRESENTS

CHARLIE RUSSELL AIMS TO PLEASE
Written and performed by Charlie Russell
Charlie Russell wants to do a show in Edinburgh, but all she can think
about is what she wants people to think of it and, ultimately, of her.
So rather than focusing on what she wants to say, she’s just going to
create a show that will please absolutely everyone by trying to hit as
many solo Fringe show tropes and styles as possible within an hour.
That’s doable, right? Because she can’t just be herself... can she?
Funny, entertaining with a big beating heart that just wants to be loved.
Charlie Russell is an actor, writer, improviser, and Creative Associate of
Mischief Theatre.
Charlie is an original creator and cast member of all of Mischief’s work
so far, including: The Play That Goes Wrong (UK tour/West
End/Broadway), Peter Pan Goes Wrong (Pleasance/West End/BBC1
adaptation), The Comedy About a Bank Robbery (West End), Groan
Ups (West End), Mischief Movie Night (London/UK tour) A Christmas
Carol Goes Wrong (BBC1), and The Goes Wrong Show (BBC1).
Charlie co-produced (as part of Mischief) the Mischief Movie Night
(London/UK tour, 2017/2018). In 2019 she produced Piano_Play
(Edinburgh Festival Fringe).
Her other acting credits include And Then There Were None (BBC1 &
Mammoth Screen).

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Thursday July 28 – 6.00pm

14yrs+

60mins

DAVE ALNWICK’S
NIGHTMARE MAGIC
BEDFORD FESTIVAL FRINGE
DIRECTOR’S CHOICE
After a hit preview run at
Edinburgh Festival 2021, writer
and magician David Alnwick brings
the new edition of ‘Nightmare
Magic’ back to Bedford Fringe!
“Nightmare Magic is as much a
one man play as it is a magic
show... Between the perfection of
his execution and the well thought
out props, the magic blends
seamlessly into the plot of the
show... pushing his own
boundaries and the boundaries of
magic as a genre.”
★★★★★ WORLD MAGIC REVIEW
“Really well done... thoroughly enjoyed it... Really impressive work.”
ANDY NYMAN
“Both the magic and the acting were on top form, and I was completely
mesmerised throughout the entire performance.”
LONDON HORROR FESTIVAL
£10

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Saturday July 30 – 6.00pm

14yrs+

60mins

THE DEBRA
KADABRA
SHOW
Bedfringe 2022 sees
the grimly inevitable
return of Debra
Kadabra and her bag of
tricks. Despite popular
demand, Debra has
insisted on another
performance, so if
you’re in the mood for
magic, crave some
conjuring, or prefer
some prestidigitation,
come along and join
the fun!

£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Saturday July 30 – 9.30pm

Photo credit: Robert Day / Little Wolf Entertainment

£12 (concession £10)

14yrs+

30mins
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theatreJune ??

For tickets visit:
www.bedfringe.com

THE FIRST
BROADCAST: THE
BATTLE FOR THE BEEB
IN 1922

THE GENEVA
CONVENTION OF
HUMAN F**KS

BEDFRINGE DIRECTOR’S CHOICE
CO-WRITER OF BRITISH COMEDY
AWARD WINNING MIRANDA, BBC
CO-WRITER OF RTS AND ROSE
D’OR AWARD-WINNING NOT
GOING OUT, BBC
It’s the centenary year of the BBC! By Christmas 1922, the British
Broadcasting Company had 30,000 listeners but only four employees.
In ‘The First Broadcast’, a new comic historical one-man ‘stand-up
history’ show, comedian, writer and broadcaster Paul Kerensa brings to
life two of the BBC’s forgotten pioneers – Arthur Burrows and Peter
Eckersley.
In this live one-man show, based on The British Broadcasting Century
Podcast, Paul plays both men, bringing to life those early broadcasts
and the rivalry that spawned an industry.
“Ingenious” EVENING STANDARD “Dazzlingly funny” THE SPECTATOR
“As effortless a writer as he is a performer” THE STAGE
“A brilliant writer, fantastic communicator, deep thinker, and extremely
decent bloke” CHRIS EVANS
£12.50 (concession £10.50)

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Sunday July 31 – 4.00pm

12yrs+

60mins

The Geneva Convention of
Human F**ks tells the story
of three men as they go on
their latest sex tour of
Europe. Set just before
COVID hits, we follow
Michael, Liam and Peter as
they describe the various
brothels, prostitutes and
more obscure sexual
offerings that they encounter.
In this time they tackle their
ethics around various issues
such as prostitution, #metoo,
sex trafficking and even
global warming.
Performed entirely by women performers, the show is a sometimes
funny, sometimes groan-inducing exploration of toxic masculinity, sex
tourism and the friendship between three men.
Written and Directed by company co-founder Charlie Whitworth, this
shows launches Yet To Be with its mission to create original, punchy
and entertaining work for audiences.

£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Tuesday July 26 – 9.15pm

16yrs+

55mins

I HEART MICHAEL BALL
BEDFRINGE DIRECTOR’S CHOICE
It’s the 10th bi-annual meeting of the
Michael Ball Appreciation Society
and Alex, their founder, has a special
surprise to mark the occasion.
Alex has been obsessed with
Michael Ball since he was a young
boy, when he first heard The Very
Best of Michael Ball in his brother’s
car. Just as the conductor directs his
musicians, Alex orchestrates a
fiendish plan to finally meet the
blue-eyed boy from Bromsgrove.
I ♥ Michael Ball is supported using
public funding by the National
Lottery through Arts Council England
“Everyone needs to see Alex Millington in I Heart Michael Ball!”
MICHAEL BALL
“A bold and stimulating piece of theatre, truly insightful”
BROADWAY WORLD
“A well-written piece providing necessary representation and
engagingly exploring its important themes.” A YOUNGER THEATRE
“Ambitious, complex and beautifully played” LONDON PUB THEATRES

£10 (concession £8)

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Saturday July 30 & 31 – 12.30noon
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14yrs+

60mins

Wednesday
June ??
theatre

For tickets visit:
www.bedfringe.com

INFANTS
Step into a world where the adults in charge are the biggest children of
all!
BEDFRINGE DIRECTOR’S FRINGE RECOMMENDED SHOW!
The new musical from James Lark (Tony Blair the Musical, The Snow
Spider) promises tantrums and disasters, naughty words and naughty
characters but after a single calamitous day, we can’t guarantee that
everyone will be coming back to school tomorrow…
Class 3 are on the brink of disaster: tactile Drew is a safeguarding
hazard, Chloe’s obsession with Ryan threatens her friendship with
queen bee Kaylee, and a noxious misunderstanding threatens the
career of teacher Mr Finch.
It’s just as well mobile phones aren’t allowed in school – the parents
couldn’t possibly find out, could they?
“Every child has different complications…”

£14.50 (concession £12.50)

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Thursday July 21 – 7.00pm

12yrs+

120mins

INTRICATE RITUALS
By Seth Douglas
Intricate Rituals examines
queer longing, Catholic guilt,
bugs and necromancy.
Siken is a gay student who is
hopelessly in love with her
straight best friend, Dee. When
tragedy unexpectedly strikes
her life, Siken’s grief turns her
down a darker and increasingly
unnatural path.
It is a heartfelt story told with
biting wit and profound
poignancy which has been well-received by audiences in its previous
performances in York (online in 2020) and at the 2021 Edinburgh
Fringe.
The role of Siken will be performed by Maria Cook, who shared the role
of Alice in last year’s run of The Same Rain That Falls on Me (Pick of
the Fringe 2021 and returning to this year’s festival).
Intricate Rituals has been supported by Ricochet Theatre (formerly
Autumn Theatre) to create an exciting new production.
“Skilfully performed … highly engaging … enjoyably witty”
EVERYTHING THEATRE
£10 (concession £8)

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Sat & Sun July 23 & 24 – 6.00pm

14yrs+

45mins

KIN
Two estranged sisters meet after twenty years. In a remote house in the
Midwest over a single night they bury the hatchet. As their dying father
lies in the room next door, they’re forced to confront who they were
and who they’ve become. When the only person they have left in
common disappears, is their relationship worth saving?
Written by Max Dickins (The Man on the Moor and The Trunk), this
darkly comic tale examines how a sibling can be both your best friend
and your worst enemy, and asks the question: How can you forgive the
past when you can’t even agree what it looks like?
“Blackout Theatre are a Bedford based theatre company to look out for”
FEMALEARTS.COM

£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Thurs & Fri July 28 & 29 – 6.30pm

16yrs+

60mins

25

Wednesday
theatreJune ??

For tickets visit:
www.bedfringe.com

LIFE UNDER THE SUN
“What good is it to gain the whole
world but lose your soul?”
King Solomon was a man who had
it all: 600 wives, gold in the billions
and the power of a whole kingdom.
He studied the stars, wrote poetry,
built palaces, vineyards and a
trading empire, contemplated
wisdom…
And he was bored.
Deeply bored. The kind of bored that
only a man with too much time and
money on his hands can be.
None of it satisfied…
A theatre show that explores the
biggest question of all: “What’s the
point?”
Life Under The Sun is a one man show based on the book of
Ecclesiastes.
It is a black comedy with a unique mix of ancient verse offset against
dark pantomime and the dry wit of stand-up. Features underpants,
pompous man-servants, self-deprecating witticisms, an existential
crisis and one giant hangover…

£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Saturday July 23 – 4.30pm

14yrs+

60mins

THE SAME RAIN THAT FALLS ON ME
A witty and heart-breaking monologue about Alice, as she returns
home on the hottest day of the year to say a difficult and untimely
goodbye. One that will leave a hole in her life forever.
The Same Rain That Falls on Me received the 2021 Pick of the Fringe
award and returns to Bedfringe in a revised version.
The role of Alice will be performed by Ella McKeown, who shared the
role during last year’s run.
Ricochet Theatre’s new show, Intricate Rituals, will also be performed
at this year’s festival.
“Deeply affecting” ★★★★ THE STAGE
“Powerful” BRITISH THEATRE GUIDE
“Stunning”★★★★ EVERYTHING THEATRE
★★★★ THEATRE WEEKLY

£10 (concession £8)

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Saturday July 23 – 12.00noon
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14yrs+

35mins

MEETING ROOM
1535
Meeting room 1535 is an
absurdist take on the
monotonous repetition
of mundane tasks that
comprise modern office
work.
The performance teeters
down the line between
the comical and the
grotesque, switching
back and forth to keep
the audience in an
apprehensive suspense
throughout. It’s a
commentary on how our
40-hour weeks ultimately
achieve little
improvement in the lives of workers but serve to keep the wheels of the
capitalist machine turning.
As we meet in Meeting Room 1535, we laugh together around the
water cooler, roll our eyes at pointless emails, scoff at obnoxious
managers and swallow our discomfort as the futility of our jobs unravel
around us.
£5

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

16yrs+

Sun & Weds July 24 & 27 – 5.25pm & 6.45pm 35mins

Wednesday
June ??
theatre

For tickets visit:
www.bedfringe.com

SIMON SAYS

SOBRIETY ON THE ROCKS

WINNER: BEST ORIGINAL SHOW,
LIVERPOOL FRINGE.
WINNER: SPIRIT OF THE FRINGE
AWARD, LIVERPOOL FRINGE.
Simon Says is an immersive
theatrical experience that
seamlessly jumps between a
dramatic comedy and tragic
darkness.
Embodied in its own world, Simon
Says follows four members of a
cult devised and orchestrated by
their maniac obsessed leader,
Simon.
Stuck in a society in which
freedom and choice is nonexistent, the strongest member of
the community 458 now known as
Adam, attempts to break from the hold Simon has over them. Using his
own skills of manipulation to entice the members of the group into
brutally murdering Simon.

Set in New Zealand, this piece is largely
inspired by real events, experiences,
and words of my father, a chronic
alcoholic, my family, and myself.
Is alcoholism a disease or a choice? Or
is it both? A battleground with one
actor, four characters, and a drunk
driving accident involving a Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtle watch. Can you
help an alcoholic who doesn’t want to
be helped?
It’s Richard’s 4th day in hospital,
involuntarily detoxing, and he’s itching
for a drink. Cherie, his wife is barely
keeping her head above water. Jamie,
their son, who is somewhere between
a boy and a man is now faced with what life would be like without a
dad, and Kimberley, the ambulance paramedic at Richard’s crash has to
face the past in order to be set free.
“All the ingredients that make up the cocktail of sobriety have been
shaken, stirred, drunk, and spat out”
“A wonderful new piece of writing that very much deserves wider
exposure and the opportunity to get published.”
CAROLINE WEBSTER (ACTOR)

(Partial nudity, adult themes, swearing)
£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Saturday July 23 – 4.10pm

16yrs+

50mins

£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Thursday July 28 – 7.30pm

16yrs+

50mins

TRUTH/RECONCILIATION
OFFCOMM AWARD WINNER 2021
“takes you hostage, long beyond the final words’, ‘brutal and intoxicating”
★★★★ ★ VIEW FROM THE OUTSIDE
“fiercely poetic’, ‘A real tour de force” ★★★★ ½ THE REVIEWS HUB
“written and performed so beautifully”
★★★★ THEATRE & OTHER THINGS
“A gripping, emotional reflection on the theatre industry, with clever
scripting and technically impressive staging”
★★★★ EVERYTHING THEATRE
“passionate performances’, ‘intelligent and intriguing”
★★★★ LONDONTHEATRE1
Alex and Bea are both actors.
So why isn’t Bea acting?
And why can’t she look Alex in the eye?
A multimedia meta-odyssey on theatre and the price of success from the
award-winning Elegy. Performed by a real life couple, using live video and
projection to excavate a journey of casting directors and quantum physics
that “takes you hostage, long beyond the final words.’’
“I wonder how I can bear that.
“And what it costs you.
“I wonder if all these things have happened to you too.”
£12 (concession £10)

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Sat & Sun July 30 & 31 – 4.30pm

12yrs+

50mins
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For tickets visit:
www.bedfringe.com

THE UNTOLD FABLE OF FRITZ
A Piece inspired from Philip Pullman’s short story, ‘Clockwork’. This is
a devised show set in the small fantastical town of Brutzenvien. A
suitcase, a royal sledge and a young boy, on a journey that will change
everything.
White snow seeps down from the mountain tops of the Neuchstein
region, freezing over the valleys and the hearts of all the people that live
within it.
At the foot of the tallest peak, resides the inhabitants of Brutzenvien and
their King. Through this everlasting stone cold ice age, the King’s son
soon falls ill and he makes a pledge to do all in his power to save his
heir.
But how far will he go?
This show is a rollercoaster of cathartic exploration into this unknown
world.
Unsettled Theatre showcases their 50-minute live performance of The
Untold Fable of Fritz, using puppetry, live music and physical theatre.
“This is a fable about a boy. A fable is a short story that illustrates a
moral lesson. The moral here… Well, you’ll see for yourself.”

£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Sunday July 31 – 2.30pm

WAR OF THE WORLDS (ON A BUDGET)
Step aside HG Wells, take a break Jeff Wayne, go back to your trailer
Tom Cruise, Lamphouse is tackling War of the Worlds and they’re
doing it… on a budget!
War of Worlds (on a budget) features one clown, a loop pedal, a
ukulele, lots of cardboard, many, many hats and several absolutely
terrifying (definitely not made out of paper) tripod puppets. Can our
hero outrun the aliens, play 25 characters, unwind himself from the
microphone cable, stop for a tea break and save the day before it’s too
late?
Featuring a full soundtrack of brand-new music, and paying homage
HG Wells’ story with extra (party popper based) explosions, War of the
Worlds (on a budget) is the musical comedy action adventure we didn’t
know we needed!
On previous productions:
“hilariously bonkers” LONDON PUB THEATRES
“multitalented sensation” ESP MAGAZINE
★★★★ EDFRINGE REVIEW
★★★★ FRINGE BISCUIT
★★★★ THE STUDENT MAGAZINE
★★★★ LIVERPOOL SOUND AND VISION
HIGHLY COMMENDED: EDINBURGH FRINGE SUSTAINABLE
PRACTICE AWARD 2016
£12 (concession £10)

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

12yrs+

Sat & Sun July 30 & 31 – 4.00pm & 2.00pm 60mins
28

12yrs+

50mins

For tickets visit:
www.bedfringe.com

dance & physical theatre
THE BLOOM PROJECT

THE THINGS WE WANT TO SAY

The Bloom Project has been the
creative product of an aspirational
journey, naturally revealing inner
sentiments that have guided
unique and symbolic ideas into
bloom.
Throughout the creative process,
trauma was acknowledged and
processed through devising
movement, text and
characteristics. This piece has
imbedded elements of poetry,
performance art, and surrealism
that helps flourish material from
its original content into something
visually pleasing and abstract.
The Bloom Project aims to
enhance a positive impact on a
difficult transition, each performer
will engage in a sentimental experience that will be portrayed through
the aspect of dance theatre.
No matter what has happened, no matter what will be...everything can
be beautiful.

VyMy Dance and Fitness Presents
A collection of dance pieces created by the students of VyMy Dance
about the different things that are important to them.
£10 (concession £8)

£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

Tuesday July 26 – 4.00pm

Tuesday July 26 – 6.45pm

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

All ages

60mins

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

14yrs+

35mins

Kinetic Vibes Dance Academy Presents

DARE TO BE DIFFERENT
Celebrating 20 years of Kinetic Vibes Dance Academy, not you average
dance school, a dance school who has always ‘dared to be different’.

£12 (concession £10)

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Sunday July 31 – 12.00noon

All ages

50mins

29

music

For tickets visit:
www.bedfringe.com

ALEX PARTINGTON
(ACOUSTIC GUITAR)
Alex Partington will be
performing recognisable
arrangements of well known
tunes as well as his own
fingerstyle melodies for you
to enjoy.
Relax and enjoy the music.

BLENDER TAKEOVER:
A D STRANIK AND THE PADRES
What to expect: Swamp-Rockin’, Garage-a-Billy, Country-Trash!
Adrian Stranick, frontman of rockabilly legends, Broadway Twisters has
teamed up with Dois Padres, to produce a swamp rockin’ super group.
The fuzz rock duo of Danny (Guitar) and George (drums) have been
releasing a run of singles off the forthcoming new album, ‘Comin’ In
Hot, released on VB&H Records.
£0-£20 pay what you want

GARDEN STAGE
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Friday July 22 – 7.30pm

All ages

30mins

£0-£20 pay what you want

GARDEN STAGE
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Saturday July 30 – 9.00pm

14yrs+

30mins

BLENDER
TAKEOVER: JEZ
HELLARD AND
THE DJUKELLA
ORCHESTRA

BLENDER
TAKEOVER: THE
SUNDAY BLUES,
FRAN PEGG &
PETE BONAS

Featuring Fiona Fey
What to expect: Potent
songs, fiery fiddling,
silk double-bass and
smoking harmonicas.
Jez Hellard collects not
only songs and musical
influences but he has a
knack for collecting the musicians that go with them. He loves to
collaborate and this has led him to develop a repertoire for which the
term ‘eclectic’ just doesn’t do justice.
Jez will be hot footing it from the Cambridge Jazz Festival to join us for
Bedfringe. Along with his usual collaborators, Jez has invited Fiona Fey
and her Incisive Alt-Folk songs and ornate Chamber Pop that brings a
witty charm and a critical gaze to the sublime, the political, and the
ridiculous.
“Jez has the type of voice that impels you to listen. Ridiculously
enjoyable... An unequivocal thumbs up.” FOLK RADIO UK

What to expect: the
town’s best female blues
vocal and one of the
most respected guitar
players join forces to
deliver a set of recently
recorded original songs.
Fran is a Bedford based
blues singer with a lot of
soul. Recently signed by
London record producer
Nigel Freida, Fran has just
finished her second album, mostly written by accomplice and local
legendary guitarist Pete Bonas.
The duo will be showcasing their original material.

£0-£20 pay what you want

£0-£20 pay what you want

GARDEN STAGE
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Saturday July 30 – 5.30pm
30

14yrs+

60mins

GARDEN STAGE
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Sunday July 31 – 7.30pm

14yrs+

30mins

music

For tickets visit:
www.bedfringe.com

BLENDER TAKEOVER:
THE SUNDAY BLUES,
THR3E

BLENDER TAKEOVER: THE SUNDAY BLUES,
MARK AND SPENCER
What to expect: quality blues with a unique delivery.
Local musicians Mark Ayles and Rick Spencer join forces for a special
performance in the theatre garden.
Mark is a popular keyboard player and a member of several well
established Bedford blues bands. Rick is a renowned singer and
charismatic front man who brings his own unique lively style and
personality to every performance.

£0-£20 pay what you want

GARDEN STAGE
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Sunday July 31 – 5.30pm

14yrs+

60mins

BLENDER
TAKEOVER:
SUNSINGER &
THE HIGH SEAS

GARDEN STAGE
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Saturday July 30 – 7.30pm

£0-£20 pay what you want

GARDEN STAGE
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Sunday July 31 – 9.00pm

14yrs+

30mins

CHRIS
HEPWORTH

What to expect: Altcountry, folk and
Americana-tinged songs.
Sunsinger & the High Seas
is the project of Simon
Gutteridge, a songwriter
hailing from Bedfordshire,
returning to perform as a
three-piece this time
round.
Gutteridge has been
gaining high-profile
support slots, recently
supporting Big Country,
among others.
"Sunsinger & the High Seas get their Americana wagon rolling as
Gutteridge's pitch perfect vocal fills the courtyard. They can confidently
drink in the same saloon as alt-country icons Grand Drive and the
Jayhawks.” VANDALISM BEGINS AT HOME (VBAH) Fanzine.
£0-£20 pay what you want

What to expect: Join us for an
informal evening of music and
conversation with Carlos
Linnet.
One of the town’s most-loved
guitar players and popular
characters on the live music
scene, Carlos brings an evening
of rock ‘n’ blues to the Festival.
The Thr3e guitarist has handpicked three acts who have
been entertaining blues fans
across the county and beyond
over recent years.
Carlos will be performing with Thr3e, talking through his love of the
blues and what inspired him to pick up the guitar.

14yrs+

60mins

Chris will delight us
with a selection of
songs you’ll have
heard before, with
some surprising and
some familiar
arrangements.
He may even play the
odd request if you’re
bold enough to shout
them out.
Chris plays regularly
in and around
Bedford with his
bands, but more
often on his own, and has been performing since he was 14.

£0-£20 pay what you want

GARDEN STAGE
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Saturday July 23 – 3.30pm

All ages

50mins

31

music

For tickets visit:
www.bedfringe.com

COOR BROW-OBLES
A collection of originals and covers.
Coor Brow-Obles is a South-Eastern UK based alternative musician and
secret fantasy you can’t tell your partner about.
Multi-instrumentalist and producer, noted for his pure voice, intelligent
lyrics, strong stage presence and devilish good looks.
With Inspiration from artists like David Bowie, Placebo, The Cure, Still
Corners and Björk, his music is constantly evolving and exploring the
boundaries of alternative pop music.
Performed in full gothic glam attire and with some audience patter in
between.

£0-£20 pay what you want

GARDEN STAGE
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

14yrs+

Friday July 22 – 9.15pm

FUN

HAIR & BEAUT

Y

60mins

FOOD

AFTER DARK

SHOPPING

FAMILY FUN

IT Y
ME OF DIVER S
O
H
E
H
T
:
E
R
T
N
N CE
BEDFORD TOW
Watch and discover more at
www.lovebedford.co.uk
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For tickets visit:
www.bedfringe.com

DUZZY AVOCADO

ELIZABETH AND
JAMESON
(ACOUSTIC DUO)

Tammy, Olivia and Vivi
are an all girl acoustic
trio, bringing to you a
colourful set, full of three
part harmonies.
They are a newly formed
band who will bring to
you their original songs
and covers with a
Country/folk twist.
They also have the very
talented Anne-Marie
joining then on the violin.

£0-£20 pay what you want

GARDEN STAGE
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Sunday July 24 – 5.30pm

Elizabeth & Jameson are an awardwinning collaboration comprising
two rising stars of the UK acoustic
music scene. Hannah Elizabeth and
Griff Jameson have joined forces to
create an indie-folk sound which
encompasses both their individual
musical backgrounds. Hannah’s
influences are firmly planted in
traditional folk-roots, whilst in
contrast Griff has formed his musical
reputation within folk pop/rock
genres.
Together as a duo Elizabeth &
Jameson arguably offer the best of
both backgrounds; this is simplistic,
classic song writing at its best – a stripped back harmony-driven sound
with acoustic guitar, violin and exquisite harmony vocals.
“The voices form a seductive combination” THE SUNDAY TIMES
“Something wonderful” BBC RADIO SCOTLAND
“A partnership well worth watching out for” R&R MAGAZINE

All ages

30mins

£0-£20 pay what you want

GARDEN STAGE
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Sat & Sun July 23 & 24 – 5.30pm

All ages

50mins

AN EVENING WITH
THE 2 TOMS

JULIET LAWSON:
ALL THESE DAYS

Join viral star Thomas Benjamin Wild Esq.
and London cabaret virtuoso Tom Carradine
for an evening of sing-along-fun! You can
expect plenty of laughter and, if you’re lucky,
they may even play a song or 2 together!
Thomas Benjamin Wild Esq takes inspiration
from the wit and wisdom of the songwriters
of the early-mid 20th century, combining
them with punk rock sensibilities to create
pithy songs full of catchy tunes and social
and political commentary.
The video for his sweary anthem ‘I’ve No
More F***s To Give’ has been viewed over 10 million times on
YouTube alone, and his debut album ‘Awkward Encounters While
Walking My Dog’ reached number 3 in the Billboard Comedy Album
Chart in 2019.
Since its launch in 2014, Carradine’s Cockney Sing-a-long has become
a fixture on the UK’s thriving vintage scene, playing sell-out dates at
Wilton’s Music Hall, every Thursday at Mr Fogg’s Tavern in Covent
Garden and for private events and vintage festivals across the country
and in Europe.
Tom appeared on BBC One’s ‘The Apprentice’, BBC Two’s ‘The Hairy
Builder’ and was recently recognised by the British Music Hall Society.”

Juliet believes in the power
of the song: the power to
connect, the power to
move, to inspire and to tell
stories.
She has been writing songs
since way back when; the
muse is as alive today as it
ever was when she released
her first album BOO in the
late 1970’s. In this show
she will sing a selection of
her material, covering her
many and varied musical
styles.
She is neither folk nor jazz and everything in-between.
Juliet prefers to be seen in the tradition of the chanteuse, performing in
intimate venues where she can feel at one with her audience.
As the saying goes there will be something for everybody, musically
speaking, and for those who like a good tune and rich and relevant
lyrics, this should be an hour well spent.

£14.50 (concession £12.50)

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Friday July 22 – 7.00pm

14yrs+

120mins

£12 (concession £10)

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD
Sunday July 24 – 1.30pm

18yrs+

60mins
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For tickets visit:
www.bedfringe.com

‘JUST NEAT’ (ANITA
GABRIELLE AND FRIENDS)

LIVING IT UP

Money from this event will be jointly shared
between Parkinson’s UK and Friends of
Refugees so do give generously or what you
can afford! Anita will be joined for this
performance by Ben Garraway and Maria
Devenport-King.
“Anita is a passionate campaigner for older
womens’ rights and LGBTQ+ issues, herself
having being ‘outed’ as a lesbian by a
newspaper just as her music career was
taking off in the 1980s. Recently battling
back from a cancer scare herself, the
removal of a kidney and hip replacements, her passion and energy is
evident in her new songs, exquisitely-crafted acoustic songs which
strike you straight in your soul, from the plaintive ‘Best Friends’ to the
delicate swoon of ‘Avenue Louise’, whose lyrics describe the first
meeting of Anita’s parents in Brussels at the end of WWII, to the
incredibly pertinent sing-along, I Want to Go Outside Again!”
QUITE GREAT PUBLISHING
WINNER: BEDFRINGE SPIRIT OF THE FRINGE 2018 (for Favourite
Aunties)
Anita celebrates her return to Bedfringe by releasing her new single,
“Earned Every Wrinkle” on the day!

£0-£20 pay what you want

GARDEN STAGE
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Saturday July 23 – 1.30pm

All ages

40minsl

MAN, ‘I FEEL LIKE’
A WOMAN!

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Saturday July 30 – 9.00pm
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£0-£20 pay what you want

GARDEN STAGE
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Thursday July 28 – 6.00pm & 7.30pm

All ages

60mins

THE MOGGIES BAND
If you enjoy lush vocal
harmonies, superb guitar
playing and the heartfelt strains
of the fiddle, you’re in for a treat
with The Moggies Band, who
are Caroline Riches, Richard
Bashford and Brian Reid.
Their influences range from
traditional folk to Sting, picking
up Crosby, Stills and Nash, Bob
Dylan, the Weepies, Gillian
Welch and more along the way.
They have been playing
together since 2017 and lead
the regular monthly
Bedfordshire Moggerhanger
folk evenings.

Join Drag Queen Sasha
Mystére as she performs
(and possibly ruins) some
of your favourite songs
throughout time, by female
singers.
Expect a LOT of hilarity,
audience participation, and
the odd cock-up along the
way…
Featuring a very special
duet with a surprise guest!
75% of the ticket revenue
will be donated to the Beds
based vulnerable young
people’s charity Transitions
UK.
Please note that this show
is not suitable for young
children.
£7.50

Living It Up Performing Arts
Centre is an educational day
centre for adults with
learning disabilities.
Our show will feature live
music from two of the Living
It Up bands (2 x 30minutes).
The bands will WOW the
audience by playing their own
instruments and singing with
assistance from staff – an
onstage energy and passion
which will blow people away.
An eclectic mix of music full
of soul, love and heart
suitable for all ages, the crew
redefine what it means to
have a learning disability –
they are superheroes!

14yrs+

60mins

£0-£20 pay what you want

GARDEN STAGE
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Sunday July 31 – 3.30pm

All ages

60mins+

music

For tickets visit:
www.bedfringe.com

REFLECTIONS:
A LOOK AT LIFE IN
WORDS AND SONG

SONG SQUAD,
STREET SQUAD &
SHOW SQUAD

Reflections and observations
on life in music, sounds and
spoken word.
Meet Karuna; Rosamund
Hoskins, Viola, Violin, Gongs
and Bowls, Stuart Prince,
Ukulele and Vocals
accompanied by Lottie
Greenhow; Vocals, Violin,
Harp. Hear their observations
and reflections on life in
words, song and poetry.
The show will include
opportunity for audience
participation and
engagement.

Song Squad – is a fun, lively
group for children aged 4-12
years old, unlike traditional
choirs, we don’t just stand
and sing, our teachers create
unique and engaging routines
to go with our songs.
We perform the latest hits as
well as putting our own
‘Squad’ stamp on popular
classics from all genres
including Pop, Rock, Indie,
Musical Theatre, Reggae and
Classical.
Our Squad’s are nonselective groups, available to
the whole community, in
various locations across
Bedford – our mission is to
get as many children across Bedford singing and smiling!

£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you want

£0-£20 pay what you want

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Sunday July 24 – 4.00pm

All ages

55mins

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Saturday July 30 – 11.30am

All ages

60mins

TRULY, MADLY,
PENNYLESS
Fiddle and guitar acoustic duo
with an eclectic set of song and
instrumental art music.
Wandering through fiery Celtic
dance tunes, American roots,
English folk, bit of Blues Swing
and Gypsy Jazz, ending up with
our own original songs with all
sorts of musical surprises; even
to ourselves sometimes!
“Gorgeously quirky stuff,
essential and eccentric folk rock
at it’s best” FATEA MAGAZINE
“A highly enjoyable mix of
English rebel folk and gentle
musings” MUSICIANS UNION
MAGAZINE
“English whimsy with an
attractive edge” FROOTS MAGAZINE
“Lose yourself in the quirky, generous spirit of inventiveness that
characterises Pennyless music” FOLKANDROOTS.COM
£0-£20 pay what you want

GARDEN STAGE
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

All ages

Tues & Fri July 26 & 29 – 7.30pm & 9.00pm 30mins+

YER BLUES BONES
The band who have been gigging at Bedfringe since the first festival
return once again!
Yer Blues Bones play upbeat Rock ‘n’ Roll and Rhythm & Blues. Take
tracks from blues masters such as Chuck Berry, Carl Perkins, Bo Didley
and Howlin Wolf, mix them with original Fleetwood Mac, Jimmy
Hendrix and some lesser known Stones and Beatles to name but a few.
Add to that some of YBB’s takes on modern classics and you have a set
that will have you clapping, singing and moving your feet!

£0-£20 pay what you want

GARDEN STAGE
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Saturday July 30 – 4.00pm

All ages

60mins

35

Wednesday
??
poetry &June
spoken

word

For tickets visit:
www.bedfringe.com

DOSSERS AND DRABS, MUCK-WORMS AND
MUMPERS (A SUMMER TALE)
A storytelling performance by Mark Steinhardt
Coot looks down on everyone and drips irritation and misery upon all
who come within his reach. Especially poor pathetic Piper. Such a
pleasure to ruin his day!
Kitty Nightingale sees the world through her fingers and ears. She is
vulnerable, knows it, and is alert to danger, but charm and deceit
threaten her defences.
Stories of London low-life in the eighteenth century. A vital and a
vicious time, yet small embellishments of love and redemption are
possible.
To be performed in the Quarry Theatre bar in December. See
quarrytheatre.org.uk for more information.

£10.50 (concession £8.50)

THE QUARRY THEATRE STUDIO
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

10yrs+

Fri & Sat July 22 & 23 – 4.30pm & 2.30pm 60mins

FRUIT
WINNER: OXFORD BROOKES
INTERNATIONAL POETRY
COMPETITION 2021
RECIPIENT OF THE RUTH WEISS
FOUNDATION’S EMERGING
POET’S PRIZE
“Katie O’Pray presents a daring
selection of poems – including
prize-winning, shortlisted,
published or commended poetry,
and as yet unseen poems
handpicked from their upcoming
debut collection ‘apricot’ (OutSpoken Press, 2022).
Their work spans themes
including queerness, trauma,
love, loss, hope.
These poems explore the intimate
corners of the world in which we
live; they offer a hand and invite
us to look
“wild precision” CAROLINE BIRD.
“It has to be read and heard to be felt” WILL HARRIS
£0-£20 pay what you want

GARDEN STAGE
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Sat & Sun July 23 & 24 – 7.30pm
36

16yrs+

30mins

film

For tickets visit:
www.bedfringe.com

BELA LUGOSI’S WHITE
ZOMBIE
A unique evening of film and
music!
Experience the very first zombie
film WHITE ZOMBIE, starring the
greatest horror star of all-time,
BELA LUGOSI as Murder
Legendre, with new original score
performed live-to-picture by
composer Jason Frederick, (and
a chance for the audience to
chant along with the score!) as
well as an opening short film and
clips from the Bela Lugosi
documentary ‘The Forgotten
King’
“Jason Frederick…has carved
out a very healthy cultural niche
for himself with his musical
productions” NEIL D’ARCY
JONES, ESSEX COUNTY STANDARD
SEARS DRAMA AWARD, DVD EXCLUSIVE AWARD, BEST ORIGINAL
SCORE (101 DALMATIANS 2)
£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Monday July 25 – 7.00pm

18yrs+

90mins

CLOWNTOGRAPHER
A film by Joe Bor
Steve Best has been a comedian for over 25 years and a photographer
for pretty much the same amount of time.
Clowntographer follows Steve as he interviews and shoots comedians,
gallery owners, photographers and comedy promoters to find out what
makes a great comedy photograph.
Starring Dave Johns, Ninia Benjamin and many more comedians.

£5 £7.50 £10 pay what you can

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Sunday July 24 – 7.30pm

13yrs+

90mins+Q&A
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other events
Eagle Gallery Presents:

COVENT
GARDEN CIRCUS
SKILLS

GARDEN STAGE
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Sunday July 31 – 1.30pm

38

Quarry Gallery

THE EAGLE HAS FLOWN

Husband and wife team
Spikey Will and Tabs are
professional street
performers working at
the world famous Covent
Garden.
With over 25 years’
experience in the
performance and
entertainment industry.
We provide circus
workshops for schools,
festivals and corporate
events.
Although firm favourites
at Glastonbury and Edinburgh festival this is our first year at the
Bedfringe and we look forward to bringing some danger and family fun
to the Quarry Theatre.
You’ll get the opportunity to play with a variety of circus skills
equipment, whilst having a little taster of what we do.
See you there!

£0-£20 pay what you want

For tickets visit:
www.bedfringe.com

All ages

60mins

A sample of Eagle Gallery artists’ work
can be seen in the Quarry Gallery as
well as 3 St Peter’s Members Club
during Bedfringe, so take a mini art
trail to see a great range of artwork to
suit all tastes!
Also The Eagle Gallery we will be
holding an evening for you to meet the
artists and preview our new exhibition.
Come and visit us in our beautiful gallery at 20 St Peter’s, just a couple
of doors away from the Quarry Theatre, for the evening of Friday,
July 29, 6pm-9pm. Come have a drink and a chat to some of the artists
in an informal, creative space, we would love to meet you!
Or just pop into the gallery between 10.30am-5pm Monday to Saturday
and then wander a little further along from the Gallery and cross the
road to view art at 3 St Peter’s Members’
Club. Please see the website for artists
exhibiting (3stpeters.com/art).
The opening times for viewing the work at
3 St Peter’s will be Wednesday, July 27 to
Saturday, July 30, from 7pm-11pm.
Free (non-ticketed)

MAIN AUDITORIUM
ST PETER’S STREET, BEDFORD

Thursday July 21 – Sunday July 31

All day

For tickets visit:
www.bedfringe.com

at a glance
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